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EXODUS 12:1-32

Main Notes

God calls Israel His firstborn son (Exodus 4).

We mark time by big events in our lives. God is telling Israel that what He is about to do is so
significant, it will redefine how they track their years. “It’s a new beginning for you, Israel”

The children of believers receive the benefits of the covenant. This supports Presbyterian covenant
theology and is consistent with the reasoning behind infant baptism.

The lamb or goat is selected on day 10—possibly echoing the 10 plagues and 10 commandments.
God uses “10” repetitively in Exodus to signal completeness or fullness.

Hyssop is a plant used as a brush in this narrative to apply the blood.

Eating the flesh of the lamb or goat foreshadows Christ’s body and blood.

Consuming the holy lamb symbolizes becoming holy by taking it “in.”

Unleavened bread was commanded because leaven takes time—this was urgent. The people had no
time to wait for the dough to rise. They had to eat quickly and be ready to leave Egypt.

Bitter herbs represented the bitterness of slavery, reminding the people how harsh their lives had
been under Egyptian bondage.

God says, “l will pass through the land of Egypt that night”

The Egyptians feared the dark because their sun god could no longer protect them—nighttime
meant vulnerability.

The death of Egypt’s firstborn sons may have been divine retribution for Pharaoh’s earlier command
to drown Hebrew boys in the Nile.

In Exodus 3, God’s people cried out—and now, God makes Egypt cry.

Application

What separated the Israelites from the Egyptians was not morality or merit—but a substitute. Every
house experienced death—either the firstborn son or the lamb.
Likewise, what separates Christians from the world is not that we are better or more deserving. The
only difference is that we have a substitute—Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the Lamb of God, our Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 5).
In John 6, Jesus says, “Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life.” This
directly connects to the imagery of the Passover meal, fulfilled in Him.
In Revelation 5, the only one worthy to open the scroll is Christ Jesus—the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David—yet He appears as a Lamb.
So, the Lamb is the Lion.



